It is just over a year since I took over from my good friend Ian Trail as editor-in-chief of Shoulder & Elbow and, as such, I felt it appropriate to update you on where the journal is and where I think we should be going. Before I do that, however, I would like to thank our publishers Sage, my editorial assistant Stella (without whom the journal editions would never get published), the Editorial Board, the Associate Editors and all of the Reviewers for their hard work over the last year. I am also grateful to all who have submitted manuscripts, together with the BESS committee and membership, without whom the journal could not grow and flourish.
So where are we now and where are we going?
Pub Med Central
Just before BESS had its 2016 annual meeting in Dublin, we heard that we had achieved Pub Med Central status. This is crucial for any journal and allows authors to find their publications on line and have their work cited in other manuscripts. It is the vital next stage of the journal's development. I anticipate that this will stimulate further high quality submissions, which will then enable us to obtain an impact factor. Indeed, although it is only a short time since the announcement was made that we had obtained Pub Med Central status, we have already seen an increase in manuscript submissions. Please continue to consider Shoulder & Elbow as your journal for your publication.
Reviewers
Earlier in this editorial, I thanked our reviewers for all their hard work. I now want to open up the reviewing process to all members of BESS who are interested in performing reviews. If we are going to continue to improve the quality of the journal, it is essential that we select the most appropriate surgeons and allied health professionals to undertake reviews. To achieve this, I would like anyone who has an interest in reviewing to e-mail Stella (ed.assist@shoulderandelbow. org.uk) with their name and contact e-mail. In addition, please list three areas of shoulder and elbow surgery that you have a particular interest in and we will try to send you those manuscripts appropriate to your interests. I would appreciate it if all current reviewers and those wishing to become reviewers could do this in order that we can produce a database of reviewers interests. This will hopefully allow you to keep abreast of new research and should mean that we will not overload you with work. In the last year, we have managed to reduce the time from manuscript submission to final decision and this has only been possible by reviews being returned expeditiously. If you are thinking about becoming a reviewer, I would ask that you review any paper sent to you within a maximum period of 2 weeks to 3 weeks. If you receive a manuscript at a particularly busy time, please let Stella know immediately if you do not think you can meet this deadline.
If you would like to consider becoming a reviewer but are not sure whether you have the appropriate skills, please be reassured that the Associate Editors and myself as Editor-in-Chief will provide any help you require. In addition, during this next year, I am hoping to set up at least one 'Reviewers Day' to provide some training in the process of performing reviews. If you would like to attend a 'Reviewers Day', please make this clear when you e-mail Stella and please also give an indication of your preferred day of the week.
Remember, this is your journal and, to be a success, I want it to be representative of all areas of the British Elbow & Shoulder Society (BESS) membership.
I offer you all my very best wishes.
